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John 14:1-12.  The Gospel reading today presents the image of God’s house: “In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places,” and the theme of belief. Jesus’ message is quite clear: “Believe in God, believe also in me.” What we see here is the developing theology that will equate Jesus with God.  There are many verses here that support this view: “If you know me, you will know my Father also;”   “Whoever has seen me, has seen the Father” and I am in the father and the Father in me”.  Whether Jesus actually said these words or whether this was the theological development of Christian thought by the time of John, who wrote the last Gospel, we will never know. The truth is, however, that from earliest times Jesus and God have been seen as one.

How do we know if we believe in Jesus.  Jesus tells us that the one who believes in Jesus will do the works that Jesus does, and even greater ones. It is not enough to believe, but we must act upon our belief in Jesus.

In this passage, we read more of the “I” statements by which Jesus  describes himself metaphorically for the Apostles.  “I am the way, and the truth and the life.” The “way” is the way to the place Jesus is preparing for us. And Jesus is more than just a guide – he is also 
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the source of truth and life. The early church called the Christian movement “The Way”.

One of the greatest challenges of the earliest disciples of Jesus was the fact of his departure from their midst and their uncertainty as to when they would once again know the joy of his presence.

To Jesus, Peter asked: ‘Where are you going?’ (Jn 13:36); then Thomas asked: ‘How can we know the way?’ (Jn 14: 5) and Philip said: ‘Show us the Father!’(Jn 14:8). These questions provide the occasion for Jesus to explain that he has not left his followers alone or without direction; they are privileged to know the way, the truth and the life. Just as the Father’s dwelling is not a place, but an experience of Jesus’ presence, the way which leads there is not a path but a person. It is Jesus himself who communicates it to his disciples by revealing the truth and offering a share in his life.
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Dear everyone, this weekend we are also celebrating the Patroness of our Parish – Our Lady of The Southern Cross (actual day and name:  Our Lady Help of Christians 24th May).  Let’s pray the following prayer to consecrate ourselves individually as well as communally as a parish to our Mother: 
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Mary, you are the Mother of Jesus, our Lord
Your presence in the upper room inspired the first disciples
to trust completely in the promise of the Risen Christ:
I now consecrate myself to you under the title of Our Lady of the Southern Cross, Help of Christians, so that I might be a witness to your Son Jesus in the power of His Spirit.
Mary, teach me to be attentive to the voice of God in silence
and to live a life of service in truth, joy and peace. Amen.
We are still ‘fully alive’ in the Easter season.  What’s special about Easter? 

· ‘I love this time of year.  It’s great for picnics and impromtu bbq with the family.’ (Anna)

· ‘It’s the BIG Christian celebration.  Bigger than Christmas.  It’s the whole reason for our faith.’ (Pat)

· ‘We always hold a backyard easter egg hunt for the youngest grandchildren.  Their excitement is priceless.’ (Nonna)

· ‘Easter is one of the few times of the year that everyone in my family makes the effort to get together.  That’s what makes it special for me.’ (Bern) 

· What makes Easter special for you? .................................
In a humble home – a young man shares:  I know a religious sister who for many years has lived with the poor of our city, caring for mentally ill people and helping to set up homes for them. I went 
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to her place for Mass one day.  A bishop was also there.  I saw them hugging a transvestite who was crying.  I thought this was a great witness to priesthood and religious life.  They were sharing in these people’s lives, actually crying with them. 

I came away thinking:  these (street) people are greater than me.  Despite all the reasons why they should not trust anyone, they do trust and they know they are loved even though society may think they are less than loveable.  

+  * + * + * + * + * + * + * + * + * + * + * + * + 
Living Sunday well – while the Eucharistic celebration is the heart of Sunday, the holiness of this day cannot be reduced to one action.  As examples of other moments of the Christian Sunday which can draw us to the heart of God, the late Pope JP II mentioned: 

‘The relaxed gathering of families – an opportunity to listen to one another in a less pressured mode;  Special moments of prayer which prepare for or complete the gift of the Eucharist in one’s heart;  The practice of pilgrimage – a visit to a shrine or sacred place.’

Admittedly, said JP II, as society has changed, the traditional ways of keeping Sunday holy have become more difficult for people.  Still, the Church refuses to settle for minimalism and mediocrity at the the level of faith and urges Christians to make the most of Sunday rest in a true spirit of renewal.  This is precious time, not to be spent on just ‘any’ activity but on those which are truly life-giving. 

Have a great week everyone!

Fr. Peter Hoang SDB
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