
 
 
 

Email:    collclift@hotmail.com;  office@olsc.org.au 
                               Website:  olsc.org.au 

https://www.facebook.com/olscjoejohn.cliftcoll  
 

St Joseph’s Community 
46 Otter Street, Collingwood 

Tel:  9973 5681         School: 9419 4918 
Principal:  Anthony McCluskey  

 

The Chapel of the Good Shepherd  
St Heliers Street, Abbotsford  Tel: 9417 2909     

 

St John the Baptist Community   
61 Queens Parade, Clifton Hill  

Tel:  9481 7333 

Baptism :  Second and fourth Sundays of the month at 
12 noon (email the office to book) 

Marriage:  by appointment  

Reconciliation:  every Friday 7:15—8:00pm  

First Communion and Confirmation:  Preparation 
for this is conducted in our school at St Joseph’s;  we 
also offer this preparation to State School children.   
Email our office at office@olsc.org.au for further   
information. 

 
 
 

Mass Times at OLSC 
St John’s:   

Tuesday, Thursday at 9.15am, Saturday 8.30am, 6:00 pm 
Sunday at 9:00 am (Italian), 11:00am and 5:00pm 

St Joseph’s:   
Monday to Saturday at 9am, Saturday 6:00pm (English)  

Sunday at 9:00am (Vietnamese) 
Good Shepherd:   

Monday, Wednesday, Friday, Sunday 9:30am  

At Our Lady of the Southern Cross, we hold the care,  
safety and wellbeing of children and young people as a central  

and fundamental responsibility of our parish. 

Fr Cassius Correya  
Fr Peter Varengo    

Joan Parr (Secretary)  
Thai Pham (Secretary) 

Mass Intention:   
Condolences:  We pray for the families and souls of 
those who have departed recently. 
Anniversaries: Michela Paino. 
 

Please remember the following in our prayers:   
Mario Misurelli, Tony Addamo, Cecily Hollingworth, 
Ian Armstrong, Alice Andrews, Sandra Winther and 

Teresa Boetti. 
If you hear of any of our parishioners who are 

not well or who have been injured, please email us 
at office@olsc.org so that we can remember them. 

 
 

 
 

A very big warm-hearted thank you goes to our 
longstanding webmaster, Paul Miles.   Paul has been 
in charge of our OLSC website since 2010 when he 
left 61 Queens Parade as Assistant Parish Priest to 
return to Adelaide near family.    

However, as time moves on, our Parish Pastoral 
Council has decided to upgrade the whole presenta-
tion of our website and thank Paul for an outstand-
ing job of including everything a person could want, 
with heaps of information updated each week.  A 
standing ovation for you !!   Thanks Paul !! 

 
 

Our portable Tabernacle, as shown here, is 
missing from St John’s Church.    

Can anyone show some light on this as the 
Tabernacle has been missing for some time.  
Please contact Joan on 9481 7333 or email at 
office@olsc.org.au 

 
 

Roster for Mass at St John’s 
Please Note: If unforeseen circumstances prevent you from 

taking part, please arrange a substitute.   

For prayers of healing 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, Greetings of 
joy and love of the Risen Lord! On the third Sunday of 
Easter, we continue to hear Gospel accounts of Jesus’ 
appearances to his disciples following his Resurrec-
tion. This Sunday’s Gospel, taken from the Gospel of 
Luke, follows immediately after the report of Jesus’ 
appearance to his disciples on the road to Emmaus.  

This is the event being recounted by the disciples 
in the opening verse of this Sunday’s Gospel. Consist-
ently in the reports of Jesus’ post-Resurrection ap-
pearances, Jesus greets his disciples with the words, 
“Peace be with you.” This is a most appropriate greet-
ing as we heard in last Sunday’s Gospel as well as this 
Sunday’s. The disciples have witnessed the death of 
someone they loved, and they now fear for their own 
lives as well. Peace is what they need more than any-
thing else.  

Jesus often connects this greeting of peace with 
another gift—forgiveness. In this Sunday’s Gospel, this 
connection is made in the final verses: “Thus it is writ-
ten that the Messiah would suffer and rise from the 
dead on the third day and that repentance, for the 
forgiveness of sins, would be preached in his name to 
all the nations, beginning from Jerusalem.  

You are witnesses of these things” (Lk 24:46- 48). 
However, even as they hear Jesus’ greeting of peace, 
the disciples are startled and terrified. They are uncer-
tain about what to make of the figure before them and, 
quite understandably, they mistake Jesus for a ghost. 
Yet the figure before them is not a ghost; Jesus invites 
them to experience his resurrected body with their 
senses, to look and to touch. The figure before them is 
flesh and bone, still bearing the marks of crucifixion.  

Although the disciples cannot forget his suffering 
and death, peace begins to take root in their hearts, as 
their fears turn to joy and amazement. As further 
proof of his identity and of his resurrected body, Jesus 
eats with his disciples. The disciples have known Jesus 
best through the meals that he has shared with them. 
Descriptions of these meals are a defining element of 
Luke’s Gospel. By eating with his disciples after his 
Resurrection, Jesus recalls all these meals, and most 
importantly, he recalls the Last Supper. Dear brothers 
and sisters, Luke’s report of the Last Supper and the 
meals that Jesus shared after his Resurrection unveil 
for us the significance of the Eucharist. Having shared 
a meal with his disciples, Jesus now uncovers for them 
the significance of what was written about him in the 
Scriptures.  

So, too, our celebration of the Mass is an encoun-
ter with Jesus, through the Word and the Sacrament of 
the Eucharist. As Jesus commissions his disciples to be 
witnesses to what Scriptures foretold, our celebration 
of the Eucharist commissions us. Like the disciples, we 
are sent to announce the good news of Jesus’ for-
giveness of sins.  

         

• St John’s Church is now open 12-1pm weekdays 
to offer “time for quiet and reflection” to the 
general public.  

• If parishioners are interested ... and wish to have 
the Parish Priest visit your homes and bless the 
family during the Easter season, please contact 
the parish office on office@olsc.org.au  

 
 
 

One reason Jesus stayed on earth for 40 days 
after His resurrection instead of ascending immedi-
ately into heaven was to demonstrate to His follow-
ers that He truly was alive. 

After all, they 
knew the Roman 
authorities had put 
Jesus to death, and 
that His body had 
been taken down 
from the cross and 
sealed in a tomb. And when that happened, they 
were filled with despair and fear; many even went 
into hiding. They had believed Jesus was the prom-
ised Messiah—and now their hopes were shattered. 
They had forgotten His promise that He would 
return from the grave, and they felt they had no 
future. 

But when Jesus appeared among them after the 
resurrection, their lives were changed. The greatest 
miracle in all history had just taken place: Jesus 
Christ was alive! During those 40 days, He appeared 
to various groups of disciples, proving beyond 
doubt to them that he had been raised from the 
dead by the power of God.  

Another reason, however, why Jesus stayed on 
earth then was to teach His disciples, and prepare 
them for the task of telling the world about Christ. 
Is your faith in the risen Christ, and are you seeking 
to share His message of salvation with others? 

Billy Graham 
 

When trying to better understand any subject, talking to 
other people can prove invaluable, and the topic of how to 
stay positive is no different.    

As this is a personal subject, ask your friends and family 
how they stay positive, or how they deal with negative feel-
ings, and what their coping mechanisms are;  you may be 
surprised by their answers.  Getting a broad picture by asking 
people you trust to share their views and experiences can help 
you better understand how to achieve a positive mindset. 

Parish of  Our Lady of  the Southern Cross 
 

April 13/14, 2024   EASTER   Year B 

Contact us ... 

Sacramental Reception ... 

For those whom we remember... 

If you would like to have a pastoral visit from  
the parish priest, or a priest, or a seminarian, or    
co-parishioner, kindly  leave a message at the   
administration office on 9481 7333 or email to 
office@olsc.org.au 

We acknowledge that we are meeting on the traditional land of the  
Wurundjeri people and offer our respects to the elders past, present and 

future.  We recognise and respect the cultural heritage of this land. 

A few words from Fr Anthony 

A ‘must read’ ... 

Date 
First  

Reading 
Second  
Reading 

Prayers of the 
Faithful 

Special  
Minister 

11 am     

14 April John S Susan Gabrielle Lucy 

21 April Installation of Fr Cassius Correya as Parish Priest 

28 April Susan S John S Hugh Gabrielle 

5 May Quyen Anne/Peter Bernadette  Margaret  

5 pm     

14 April Marie R Akkermans Marita Q  

21 April Kevin B Lucy C Christina B  

28 April Akkermans Marie R Marita Q  

5 May Christina B Daniel R Akkermans  

 

April 7 collection : 
 

St John 190.30;  St Joseph $862.25 

Why did Jesus stay around? 

Thanks to our Webmaster 

mailto:stjosephscollingwood@bigpond.com
https://www.facebook.com/olscjoejohn.cliftcoll.7/videos/143554354029158


Dr Rosemary Canavan
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BATCH 74

YOU ARE WITNESSES

What was it like in the aftermath of Jesus’ 
death and the joy of the good news of the 
resurrection? As we hear more accounts and 
reflections on the resurrection in today’s 
readings, we also understand something of the 
dilemma of the early witnesses as to how to 
pass on this experience. 

Luke is writing the Gospel and Acts at least 
40-50 years after Jesus’ resurrection. There 
are no photographs, no hard evidence, only 
the testimonies of those who were there. 

Today’s Gospel opens with the returnees from 
Emmaus telling their story and then Jesus 
appearing among them. The Gospel ends 
reminding the audience ‘you are witnesses’ 
(v. 48). It is not only to the first century 
audience that this is addressed. We too are 
witnesses. This is the term we find in Acts, 
the second volume of the Lukan narrative: the 
apostles, disciples, believers are witnesses. We 
are witnesses to the faith and belief of those 
gone before. We cannot touch and see Jesus 
for ourselves, but we can engage the scriptures. 
We can see in Luke’s account Jesus’ appearance 
among them, speaking to them, taking some 
food, inviting them to touch him. Luke’s 
comment that Jesus ‘opened their minds to 
understand the scriptures’ (v. 45) repeats what 
was heard by those on the road to Emmaus. It 
is our reading and contemplation of the Word 
that deepens our faith and belief as witnesses 
and calls us forward in the transformation of 
our lives in the light of the resurrection.

FIRST READING Acts 3: 13-15, 17-19

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles.
You killed the prince of life; God, however, raised 
him from the dead.

Peter said to the people: ‘You are Israelites, 
and it is the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, 
the God of our ancestors, who has glorified his 
servant Jesus, the same Jesus you handed over 
and then disowned in the presence of Pilate, 
after Pilate had decided to release him. It was 
you who accused the Holy One, the Just One, 
you who demanded the reprieve of a murderer 
while you killed the prince of life. God, however, 
raised him from the dead, and to that fact we 
are the witnesses.
 ‘Now I know, brothers, that neither you nor 
your leaders had any idea what you were really 
doing; this was the way God carried out what 
he had foretold, when he said through all his 
prophets that his Christ would suffer. Now you 
must repent and turn to God, so that your sins 
may be wiped out.’

 ■  The word of the Lord.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Ps 4: 2, 4, 7, 9. R. v. 7

R. Lord, let your face shine on us. 
(or Alleluia!)
1. When I call, answer me, O God of justice; / 
from anguish you released me, have mercy and 
hear me! R.

2. It is the Lord who grants favours to those 
whom he loves; / the Lord hears me whenever 
I call him. R.

3. ‘What can bring us happiness?’ many 
say. / Lift up the light of your face on us, 
O Lord. R.

4. I will lie down in peace and sleep comes at 
once, / for you alone, Lord, make me dwell in 
safety. R.

SECOND READING 1 Jn 2: 1-5 

A reading from the first letter of St John.
Jesus Christ is the sacrifice that takes away our sins 
and those of the whole world.
I am writing this, my children,
to stop you sinning;
but if anyone should sin,
we have our advocate with the Father,
Jesus Christ, who is just;
he is the sacrifice that takes our sins away,
and not only ours,
but the whole world’s.
We can be sure that we know God
only by keeping his commandments.
Anyone who says, ‘I know him’,
and does not keep his commandments,
is a liar,
refusing to admit the truth.
But when anyone does obey what he has said,
God’s love comes to perfection in him.

 ■  The word of the Lord.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION cf. Lk 24: 32

Alleluia, alleluia! / Lord Jesus, make your 
word plain to us:  / make our hearts burn 
with love when you speak. / Alleluia!

GOSPEL Lk 24: 35-48

A reading from the holy Gospel according 
to Luke.
It is written that the Christ would suffer and on the 
third day rise from the dead.
The disciples told their story of what had 
happened on the road and how they had 
recognised Jesus at the breaking of bread.
 They were still talking about all this when 
Jesus himself stood among them and said to 
them, ‘Peace be with you!’ In a state of alarm 
and fright, they thought they were seeing a 
ghost. But he said, ‘Why are you so agitated, 
and why are these doubts rising in your hearts? 
Look at my hands and feet; yes, it is I indeed. 
Touch me and see for yourselves; a ghost has 
no flesh and bones as you can see I have.’ And 
as he said this he showed them his hands and 
feet. Their joy was so great that they could  not 
believe it, and they stood dumbfounded; so he 
said to them, ‘Have you anything here to eat?’ 
And they offered him a piece of grilled fish, 
which he took and ate before their eyes.
 Then he told them, ‘This is what I meant 
when I said, while I was still with you, that 
everything written about me in the Law of 
Moses, in the Prophets and in the Psalms, has 
to be fulfilled.’ He then opened their minds to 
understand the scriptures, and he said to them: 
‘So you see how it is written that the Christ 
would suffer and on the third day rise from 
the dead, and that, in his name, repentance for 
the forgiveness of sins would be preached to all 
the nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are 
witnesses to this.’

 ■  The Gospel of the Lord.
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