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63-65 Queens Parade, Clifton Hill
PO Box 338 Clifton Hill, Victoria 3068

Telephone (03) 94817333 - Facsimile (03) 94868348

ABN 57 898 626 200

Thank you for inquiring about the possibility of celebrating your marriage in our parish church. Upon receiving your request, we have made a tentative booking for the time and date you have requested.

Now we would ask you, together, to read through the following information, which explains the procedure here at St John’s for the celebration of marriage. Once you have read the material, if you are happy to go ahead on the basis of what you have read, please ring back to confirm your booking. 
You will also need to pay a deposit of $200 before your booking is formally confirmed. (If one of the priests or deacons from St John’s is not conducting the wedding, you will need to pay the full amount at the time of the confirmation of the date of your wedding.) If you later decide not to go ahead with your wedding at St John’s, $100 of your deposit may be refunded if more than six months prior to the wedding date. If we do not hear from you within a fortnight of sending you this information, we may need to cancel your tentative booking. 
We are a Catholic parish and we are happy for our church to be used by those people who wish to enter into marriage in harmony with the teachings and practices of our faith. Although our church is very beautiful, its beauty alone is not enough to make marriage here a good idea. The two of you must really wish to celebrate a Christian marriage in the Catholic tradition before you should consider using St John’s. (It is helpful to know that Catholic priests and deacons are only authorised by the Government to celebrate Catholic weddings, that is, weddings in which one of the parties is a baptised Catholic and in which the rites of the Catholic Church are used.)

The Catholic Church understands marriage to be exclusive, permanent and open to the gift of new life. For a Catholic marriage to go ahead, both parties need to be fully committed to all three dimensions. You must intend to be faithful to each other in every respect, you must intend to remain together and build a community of love together for the rest of your lives, and you must be ready and willing to accept the gift of children, should God give you this gift. You need to discuss all this carefully before confirming your booking.

You must also wish to enter into a Christian marriage. This means that you recognise and are open to the importance of God in your life, and that the life and teachings of Jesus are important to you. It would make no sense to have a Catholic wedding if you do not feel this way. You may still be just at the beginning of your journey of faith, but you need to have at least started before you enter into a Christian marriage.
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In order to help you with this important step, we require all couples marrying here at St John’s to undertake a marriage education course. There are a few options available. Some involve a weekend programme, some involve a number of evening meetings. 
Attendance at one of these pre-marriage courses is an absolute requirement before a marriage can be celebrated in St John’s Church. 
If you do decide to get married at St John’s the local priests can help you choose an appropriate course.

You will also need to have a couple of sessions at least with the priest or deacon who will celebrate your wedding. There is a significant amount of paper work, both government and church, which needs to be completed. You will also want to prepare your own wedding ceremony and booklet and the celebrant can help you to do this. The Church has certain requirements which must be followed (the form of the wedding vows for example) but within those limits you have many choices to make about the shape of your own wedding ceremony.

Many young couples live together before getting married, and it can come as a surprise to learn that in the Catholic tradition this practice is regarded as contrary to God’s design for his people. In deciding on a Catholic wedding, you need to consider this issue and decide whether you can go ahead with integrity if your life-style seems to contradict the teaching of the Church. It is an issue which you can discuss with the priest or deacon who is celebrating the marriage.

Where one or both partners are regularly celebrating the Eucharist on Sundays, they may wish to celebrate their marriage within a Nuptial Mass. In other cases, the Catholic wedding ceremony standing alone is more appropriate. You can discuss this issue with the celebrating priest.

Some practical issues
The government requires that at least one month’s official notice be given to the celebrant before the actual date of the wedding, but parish policy requires a minimum of three months. Check that you are meeting this requirement.
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Both the bride and the groom will need to provide full copies of their birth certificates. As this can take some time, particularly if you were born overseas, it is good to begin this process early.
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Baptism certificates are also required for Catholics, and baptism certificates are needed for those baptised in other Christian denominations.

If either (Catholic) party does not live in the Clifton Hill parish, then you will need a Letter of Permission (known as a “Freedom to Marry”) from your own parish priest before you can marry at St John’s. This is the parish priest of the parish where you are presently residing (not where you were baptised or used to attend Church.) This is a requirement of Church law.

If either party has been married before you need to let the priest or deacon know this immediately. Previous marriages can present significant obstacles to marriage in the Catholic Church. This is true not just for Catholics but for people of other faiths and of none. Those who have been married before will also need to provide evidence of a civil divorce. (Widows and widowers will need to provide death certificates for their previous partners.)
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Particular issues at St John’s 
There is a church fee of $900, of which $200 is payable as the booking deposit, with the other $700 due at the meeting held in the week before the wedding.  
It also includes the church flowers. (If you wish to provide other flowers, you can do so, but the flowers already in the Church must not be disturbed or displaced. 
Additional flowers provided by you are additional.)
Wedding bows on the pews may be provided by the couple, but must be placed immediately before and removed immediately after the ceremony.

Confetti and rice are not permitted either inside or outside the Church. You will need to advise your guests of this:  it is best to include this information in your wedding booklet. 
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You may have the use of our pipe organ, however we do not have a resident organist, so you would need to make your own arrangements but we can help with contacts.   Or couples may bring their own musicians but, in all cases,  musical choices must be approved by the celebrant beforehand. 
Obviously, within a Church setting, religious music is preferred, and “secular” music will only be permitted if it is in keeping with Christian sentiments.

The time booked is the time the bride is expected to arrive at the church. Late arrival may mean the ceremony will be shortened so as not to disrupt other services in the church.

Sunday weddings are the exception rather than the rule. For a good reason it may be possible to celebrate your wedding on a Sunday, depending on the availability of the priests. Normally a Sunday wedding will involve the wedding ceremony only and not a nuptial Mass.

It is possible to book the Church for your wedding and organise for another priest not from the parish to conduct the ceremony. You can discuss this when you make your confirmed booking. 

Remember, it is your responsibility to confirm your tentative booking within two weeks to ensure that the booking is firm. 
Confirmation of the booking will be taken as an indication that both of you are happy to go ahead on the basis of all that is contained in this information leaflet.
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Please complete the following and return it to the Presbytery, PO Box 338, Clifton Hill Victoria 3068, with your cheque.  Or you may wish to ring the Presbytery and pay by credit card over the phone – 9481 7333.

Thank you. 

Confirmation of Wedding Booking
in 2011
Groom:_______________________________ phone: ___________________
Bride:​​​​​________________________________ phone:____​_______________
Mailing Address: _____________________________________​​​___________

_​​​​​​​​_____________________________________________________________
We are enclosing a cheque for $200-00 (made payable to St. John’s Parish),
to confirm the date of our wedding on ...
date: _________________________2011 Saturday / Sunday

at the time of  ________________
and agree to pay the balance of $700 at the rehearsal if not before.
signed:  ___________________   and    ____________________

